
2026 COLORADO LANDSCAPE WATER RESTRICTIONS
Front Range + Mountain / Western Slope Contractor Reference | Verified Aug. 31, 2026 | Draft industry reference - always verify the provider serving the actual meter

Region Provider / Community Current Status Turf / Spray Irrigation Hours New Sod / Seed / Establishment Contractor Flag
North Front Range Fort Collins Utilities Water Shortage Watch 2 days/week recommended; customer chooses days. 6 p.m.-10 a.m. recommended. No drought prohibition identified; establishment remains workable. Voluntary conservation only; program for 2 days where practical.

North Front Range Fort Collins-Loveland Water District Water Shortage Watch 2 days/week recommended. 6 p.m.-10 a.m. recommended. New sod allowed; district recommends delaying new sod June-August. Communicate the voluntary 2-day target to clients.

North Front Range Greeley Water Adequate Water Year / permanent rules Non-budget residential: even Sun/Tue/Thu; odd Mon/Wed/Sat. Commercial/MF/HOA
Tue/Fri/Sun. Water-budget residential may water any day.

No 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; irrigation season Apr.
15-Oct. 31.

Variance required for new seed or sod. Normal restrictions remain enforceable despite no additional drought cuts.

North Front Range Erie Voluntary 2-day request Even Mon/Thu; odd Tue/Fri recommended. No additional drought-hour rule located on
current drought page.

No special installation prohibition identified; verify before high-water establishment. Two-day schedule is requested, not mandatory.

North Front Range Longmont Mild Drought Response No mandatory days; approximately 10% outdoor reduction requested. Avoid 10 a.m.-6 p.m. recommended. No mandatory drought restriction on new landscape currently. Primarily a conservation-message issue, not an install prohibition.

North Front Range Boulder Drought Watch 2 days/week recommended: even Sun/Thu; odd Wed/Sat; other customers Tue/Fri. Sprinklers prohibited 10 a.m.-6 p.m. May-Sept. 30-day exception for newly installed plant material; attended irrigation testing/repair also exempt. Frequency is voluntary; daytime sprinkler restriction is mandatory.

North Front Range Louisville Moderate / voluntary conservation 2 days/week highly encouraged, including hand watering. 6 p.m.-10 a.m. encouraged. No current mandatory installation prohibition published. Voluntary today; watch for escalation if conservation falls short.

North Front Range Lafayette Stage 1 2 days/week strongly encouraged; permanent code caps watering at 3 days/week. No watering 10 a.m.-6 p.m. No Stage 1 turf-installation ban identified; verify establishment needs. Daytime restriction is enforceable; two-day drought target is currently encouraged.

Denver Metro Broomfield Drought Watch Permanent max 3 days/week; voluntarily reduce to 2 days during Drought Watch. 6 p.m.-10 a.m. New seed/sod exception available; customer must contact Broomfield. Permanent rules still apply even while drought frequency reduction is voluntary.

Denver Metro Westminster Drought Watch No more than 3 days/week recommended. 6 p.m.-10 a.m. recommended. New lawns and plantings permitted during current Drought Watch. No mandatory drought restrictions currently.

Denver Metro Northglenn Stage 2 Drought 2 days: even Sun/Thu; odd Wed/Sat; commercial/MF/HOA Tue/Fri. No 10 a.m.-6 p.m. New sod only with an exemption. Confirm exemption before selling or scheduling sod.

Denver Metro Thornton Water Stage 1 Drought 2 days/week; customer chooses days. Large sites may use approved water-budget
alternative.

No 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 21-day sod/seed establishment permit available May, Jun, Sep, Oct; none Jul-Aug. September installations are workable again, but obtain permit first.

Denver Metro Brighton Stage 1 Drought 2 days: even Tue/Fri; odd Wed/Sat; HOA/unassigned follow city schedule. No 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Sod installation/replacement over 200 sq. ft. prohibited. Major turf-installation constraint; scope before bidding.

Denver Metro Golden Amended Stage 1 Maximum 2 irrigation events per week for the entire property, including turf, trees, shrubs
and perennials.

6 p.m.-10 a.m.; no outdoor watering 10 a.m.-6
p.m.

No broad establishment exception confirmed in the amended order; verify project-specific needs before install. Whole-property event limit can be difficult for large commercial landscapes.

Denver Metro South Adams County WSD Stage 1 Drought No more than 2 days/week, address-based. No 10 a.m.-6 p.m. New sod/seed establishment allowed in Apr, May, Sep, Oct for up to 21 consecutive days. September is again a workable establishment window.

Denver Metro Denver Water Stage 1 Drought Through Sep. 30: even Sun/Thu; odd Wed/Sat; others Tue/Fri. Beginning Oct. 1, grass
watering and spray irrigation prohibited.

No 10 a.m.-6 p.m. After Sep. 30, grass establishment requires a special approved variance; trees/shrubs may continue by hand/drip. Oct. 1 spray-irrigation shutdown is a major fall install and warranty issue.

Denver Metro Arvada Stage 1 Drought Through Sep. 30 follows Denver-aligned 2-day schedule; lawn watering ends Oct. 1. No 10 a.m.-6 p.m. No fall 2026 21-day new-grass variance; tighter Oct. 1 restrictions apply. Do not assume a fall establishment variance.

Denver Metro Englewood Utilities Mandatory drought restrictions 2 days: odd Mon/Thu; even Tue/Fri. Before 10 a.m. or after 6 p.m. New sod allowed with up to 21 days of extra establishment watering within allowed hours. New turf remains possible if establishment window is documented.

Denver Metro Aurora Water Stage 1 Drought 2 days: even Thu/Sun; odd Wed/Sat; MF/HOA/nonresidential Tue/Fri. No 10 a.m.-6 p.m. New cool-season turf prohibited. Do not sell new Kentucky bluegrass/fescue sod or cool-season seeding while Stage 1 is active.

South Metro Highlands Ranch Water Stage 1 Drought 2 days: odd Wed/Sat; even Thu/Sun; MF Mon/Fri; commercial Tue/Sun; larger public/HOA
users have reduced budgets.

No 10 a.m.-6 p.m. May 1-Sep. 30. No landscape establishment adjustment during drought Stage 1-3; new sod/seeding discouraged. New lawn establishment is highly constrained because extra watering is unavailable.

South Metro Parker Water & Sanitation District Permanent summer rules Even Sun/Tue/Thu; odd Mon/Wed/Sat; MF/HOA/commercial Mon/Wed/Sat. No 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Permit required to exceed standard schedule for new sod/seed establishment. Workable with planning; obtain establishment permit before installation.

South Metro Castle Rock Water Stage 2 Drought Mandatory 2 days/week; hand watering also limited; outdoor water budgets reduced. Assigned Stage 2 schedule; no change to
normal allowable irrigation times.

Temporary watering exemptions suspended; new landscape installation discouraged. One of the toughest current markets for establishment-heavy installs.

South Metro Castle Pines North Metro District 2026 seasonal restrictions Even Sun/Tue/Thu; odd Mon/Wed/Sat; MF/HOA/commercial Mon/Wed/Fri. 8 p.m.-8 a.m. 21-day establishment exemption for new sod/plantings; unavailable July-August. September establishment is workable with approved exemption.

Pikes Peak Colorado Springs Utilities Water Shortage Preparation + Water Wise Rules Up to 3 days/week; customer chooses days. Large/complex sites may use Water Allocation
Plans.

Before 10 a.m. or after 6 p.m. May 1-Oct. 15. Establishment permit allows extra frequency/daytime watering for 4-6 weeks. Installer-friendly relative to Denver metro if permit process is followed.

Southern Front Range Pueblo Water No current water restrictions No assigned-day restriction. Before 10 a.m. or after 6 p.m. recommended. No drought-specific establishment restriction identified. Low current regulatory burden; normal water-wise practices recommended.

Southern Front Range Pueblo West Metro District Permanent Peak Season Rules Maximum 3 days/week Apr. 15-Oct. 15. No 10 a.m.-6 p.m. No special drought installation ban identified; hand hose/soaker/drip to plants/trees/gardens allowed anytime. Permanent peak-season rules apply even without higher drought stage.

Western Slope Grand Junction - City Water Drought Warning No mandatory watering schedule currently; city asks customers to reduce outdoor grass
water use.

City recommends watering before 6 a.m. or
after 10 p.m.

No current mandatory establishment restriction identified. D4 conditions are serious, but City Water has not triggered mandatory irrigation restrictions.

Western Slope Ute Water Conservancy District (Grand Junction area) Drought rates in effect District asks customers not to use domestic water for outdoor watering; irrigation water may
come from a separate provider.

Water overnight where irrigation supply is
available.

No separate establishment rule identified on current drought page; domestic outdoor use is subject to drought
rates.

Provider distinction matters in Grand Junction: City Water, Ute Water and irrigation-district rules
differ.

Mountain / Western Slope Glenwood Springs No active 2026 drought stage clearly posted No current mandatory schedule located on the City's main Water Department page. City water-smart guidance recommends night
watering.

City provides a Landscape Establishment Permit application. Verify before work; establishment permitting exists even though no active drought schedule is
clearly posted.

Mountain Aspen Stage 3 Water Shortage Even Tue/Fri; odd Wed/Sat; no irrigation Mon/Thu/Sun. No outdoor water use 8 a.m.-6 p.m. New turf from seed/sod may receive up to 21 days continuous establishment irrigation; other new plants may water
on planting day, then follow schedule.

Severe drought stage, but a defined turf establishment exception remains.

Mountain Eagle River Water & Sanitation District (Vail area) Stage III Water Shortage 2026 Board-approved 2-day watering schedule under Stage III. Use assigned overnight windows; confirm exact
schedule with ERWSD.

Special irrigation permit program for new landscape installation is suspended under Stage III. Major contractor constraint: no special establishment irrigation permits currently.

Mountain Steamboat Springs / Mt. Werner / Steamboat II Stage 2 Drought Even Tue/Fri; odd Mon/Thu; no watering Wed/Sat/Sun. Midnight-10 a.m. and 6 p.m.-midnight. Permits allow additional establishment watering for new sod/trees and seeded lawns, subject to permit conditions. Installation remains possible with permit; afterward controllers must follow the 2-day schedule.

Mountain Frisco Phase 3 Water Use Restrictions Even Tue/Sat; odd Sun/Wed; no outdoor irrigation Mon/Thu/Fri. 6 p.m.-9 a.m. No specific new-sod/seed exception located on current Phase 3 page; hand/drip watering of flowers/bushes/trees
allowed as stated.

Verify establishment needs before bidding; current Phase 3 rules are comparatively tight.

Immediate contractor flags: Denver Water/Arvada (Oct. 1 lawn and spray restrictions); Aurora (no new cool-season turf); Castle Rock and Highlands Ranch (establishment exemptions constrained); Brighton (sod over 200 sq. ft. prohibited); Eagle River Water & Sanitation District/Vail area (special irrigation permits suspended); Golden (two irrigation events apply to the entire property). Grand Junction: confirm whether the customer
is served by City Water, Ute Water, or a separate irrigation provider, because drought rules and costs differ. Full source URLs are in the Excel master sheet.


